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The Urban Construction and Tourism Modernization of Qingdao from 1922 to 1937

GAO Yuling, WANG Ping
(Qingdao Hotel Management College, Qingdao 266100, China)

Abstract: The city plan (Qingdao City Planning Scheme - The First Draft) in 1935 positioned Qingdao
distinctly as a city suitable for “industry and commerce, living, sightseeing” and regarded officially
tourism and resort as one of the city’ s functions at the first time of the city’ s history. It purposively
treated tourist development as a tool of raising prestige to promote the further growth of Qingdao
industry and commerce for urban construction. Because of Qingdao’ s location, the municipal
government gave extra attention to tourism subjectively to increase the proportion of the tourism
facilities through shaping objective environment and favorable conditions that prospered Qingdao’ s
tourism. From 1922 to 1937, the development of Qingdao’ s city construction promoted the city
economy, social structure, especially the modernization of the tourism industry. During this period, both
Qingdao’ s urban construction and tourism modernization relied on each other, helped each other, and
formed a benign interaction relation. Along with large-scale urban reconstruction, tourist attractions and
tourism related conditions became mature, and tourism’ s resources and activities were rapidly
developed. With these results, Qingdao tourism industry reached a peak-time prior to 1949 in China.
The article involves such disciplines as sociology, tourism, history and economics and cites a lot of
documents that were stored in Qingdao’ s archives as well as some unpublished documents. The paper
aims to examine the relationship between Qingdao urban construction and modernization of tourism
and to comb emphatically the evolutionary course of Qingdao’ s tourism development. This article not
only has important empirical implications for promoting the modern Qingdao’ s tourism, and shed light
on the development of the whole country’s tourism industry.

Keywords: Qingdao from 1922 to 1937; urban construction; tourism modernization
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