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A Study on the Evolutionary Trend of the

Regional Spatial Structure in China
Li Guoping Wang Zhibao

( School of Government Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: Since the early 1950s China’ s regional spatial structure has changed dramatically. Although it is
still characteristic of the point-axis pattern the spatial structure of China’s regional development has become
more networked and a quasi-networked spatial structure has emerged. With the economic growth and the
construction of transportation infrastructure the spatial restructuring of China’ s regional economy has been
accelerated. Since the mid4990s differences of spatial structures in various regions and at various spatial
levels have been expanding as a result of their development. The differences can be summarized as follows:
the coastal areas of East China have evolved to an advanced stage of development with multi—centers and
networked spatial structures; the spatial development of Central China is still characteristic of the point-axis
pattern with nuclear concentration and dispersion along the major axes; the spatial structure of the areas in
West China is basically characteristic of polarization and nuclear concentration; and the spatial structure of
Northeast China is characteristic of the mature point-axis pattern with some local areas being characteristic of
the quasi-networked structure. In addition the spatial structures of such large metropolitan regions as the
Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei Region the Yangtze River Delta Region and the Pearl River Delta Region in East China
have become highly polycentric and networked but their polycentrification and networking are still at quite
different levels.

Key words: regional spatial structure being networked point-axis pattern China



