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Spatial Dynamics and Expansion Model of Urban Agglomerations in China:

The Experiences of Yangtze River Delta Chengdu-Chongqing

and Wuhan Urban Agglomerations

LI Kai LIU Tao CAO Guangzhong

[Abstract1Based on quantitative analysis on dynamically identifying spatial extent of three representative urban agglomerations this

paper discusses the driving forces of urban agglomerations” spatial expansion in China and establishes a process model based on urban

agglomerations” spatial evolution. The results show that Yangtze River Delta Urban Agglomeration has not only extended to the north of

Jiangsu province and the south of Zhejiang province but also to Anhui province along the Yangtze River. Jianghuai Urban has become

an integral part of the Yangtze River Delta Urban

which is becoming regional and networking. Because of the constraints of

administrative division Chengdu-Chongging Urban is actually divided by Chengdu Urban and Chongqing metropolitan area. Influenced

by policy guidance Wuhan Urban is developing bigger with the fulcrum of Wuhan Yichang and Xiangyang. Although economic power

is the core driving force of urban agglomerations” spatial expansion

equally vital. During different stages of urban agglomerations” development

the influence of institutional factors and natural conditions is

main factors of spatial expansion are different. Finally

this paper establishes a spatial evolution process model based on urban agglomerations” spatial expansion.

[Keywords] Urban Agglomerations; Dynamically Identification Space; Spatial Expansion; Driving Forces; Spatial Evolution
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